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Introduction:
Unbeknownst to most people, Woodbine Ave south of Highway 2 (Kingston Rd) until Lakeshore and
Coxwell is actually a “no truck” zone. Despite its width, Woodbine all the way to the Lakeshore is a
residential street, comprised almost entirely of detached and semi-detached homes except for the
apartments and condos at Queen, where the only commercial spaces are.
All day every day there are trucks driving illegally on Woodbine Ave, even on weekends and overnight.
According to the city’s own traffic counts at Highway 2 and Woodbine Ave, over 100 trucks a day are
illegally using this route, with more at night unaccounted for. And many of them race down Woodbine
as quick as they can on their way to the Lakeshore. I live at Woodbine and Norway, when these trucks
pass, my whole house rattles and shakes, the windows vibrate, and one has to pause any conversation
or tv watching.
Trucks are supposed to be travelling on Highway 2, the designated truck route, to get to and from the
Lakeshore, but many simply ignore the signs and take Woodbine because the city has inadvertently
created incentive to do so. There is ample signage of where trucks are to go along Highway 2, but some
of it is not placed too visibly, and signage along Woodbine itself is obscured in a few examples.
This paper details some of the offenders, the areas of signage, suggestions as to where more signage is
needed, and recommendations for taking away the incentive for trucks to use Woodbine by prioritizing
Highway 2.
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Observing Illegal Trucks on Woodbine:
According to the city’s own traffic studies, between 7:30am and 6:00 pm there are over 100 trucks
illegally driving up and down Woodbine every day. That’s 13.5 trucks per hour, or 1 illegal truck every
4.4 mins. Below is the city’s traffic counts, the illegal trucks are highlighted in yellow.

I’ve also compiled a series of photo evidence. The problem is so rampant it’s easy to observe many
infractions in a short amount of time. The problem peaks on Fridays and Mondays.
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1. Regular Enforcement
Upon informing the councillor that Woodbine south of Kingston Rd is actually a no truck zone, she told
me there would be a blitz. If it happened, it was not obvious, and it has not resulted in any change of
behaviour.
There is a veritable gold mine of illegal behaviour to be ticketed here, and it is very easy for police to
observe the behaviour and safely pull over trucks. On Lakeshore, trucks illegally coming east past
Coxwell are easily spotted from Northern Dancer Blvd, and can be pulled over on Lakeshore just east of
there. Illegally coming south on Woodbine from Highway 2 trucks can be spotted from Queen St, where
police could be waiting to pull them over south of Queen.

2. Make Lakeshore/Woodbine east of Northern Dance Blvd 40km/hr
Part of what makes Lakeshore to Woodbine attractive is the speed limit. Trucks and cars can go the
same speed they can taking the Highway 2 route, even though there is more residential (and now a bike
lane) on Woodbine than there is on Highway 2 leading up to Woodbine. Reducing the speed limit would
make the street safer, and less attractive to trucks and cars using it as a thoroughfare.

3. Better signage
It’s hard to say if trucks are ignoring the existing signage, or if it’s not obvious enough. The city has tried
to put signage all along Highway 2 as the preferred truck route, and along Woodbine and Lakeshore
indicating “no trucks”.
Many offending trucks come
southbound on Woodbine
from farther north. Perhaps
more would realize their
violation if the “no truck”
sign to the right were not
completely blocked by a
pole that should have been
torn down when the new
pole behind sprung up.
It also doesn’t help that the
sign telling drivers to turn
right to get to the Gardiner
is obscured.
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The signs telling trucks where they are allowed to
go are very clear and unambiguous, with arrows to
guide the trucks in the right direction.

The signs telling trucks where they are forbidden
however have no directional arrows, sometimes
using words that are near impossible to read on
such a tiny sign while driving by, or in the case of
Lakeshore and Coxwell, it’s not clear if the arrow
refers to the truck sign or the Highway 2 sign (the
Highway 2 sign and arrow should be green, not
white).

The city should start placing new “no truck” signs
with arrows on them, starting in problem areas like
Highway 2 and Woodbine, where according to the
latest traffic counts, 26 trucks per day make that
illegal left turn. The signs also need to be a bit
bigger, they are easy to miss.
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4. Consistent parking restrictions on Highway 2
This aspect ties in to the anecdote about changing rush hour parking restrictions on Queen mentioned in
the accompanying report “Improving the Woodbine Bike Lanes”. When the city changed parking
restrictions on Queen to improve transit times, they also did so on Highway 2, and with the same
narrow logic. So where transit moves slowest, they put in a 3-7pm restriction, but it is boxed in by 46pm restrictions.

Again, this takes an overly simplistic approach to the problem, and is a bandaid solution that affects
businesses from losing parking. It’s hard to say which variables were affecting transit in that stretch of
Highway 2, especially as early as 3pm, but there are three high schools on or near that route. The
Bingham Loop for transit is also there, requiring transit to compete with traffic waiting to turn left on
Victoria Park to get into the loop. And that exact area, starting at Beech, there is a wall-to-wall
commercial strip, both north and south side. But a likely large contributor to the slowdown is the traffic
using Queen as a thoroughfare, then cutting north to go farther east on Highway 2. It must be
acknowledged, very little of the traffic congestion is due to local traffic, it’s mostly vehicles passing
through on their way farther east.
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If parking restrictions were consistent on eastbound Highway 2 all the way from Queen to Victoria Park
it would allow for a smoother, more predictable route of travel for vehicles. It would also take pressure
off Queen and most importantly, off Woodbine. Other than a small strip at Highway 2 and Southwood,
there is not a single commercial space on the south side of Highway 2 until east of Malvern, so further
restricting parking in that area would not have much of a negative economic impact.
Parking restrictions on eastbound Highway 2 from Queen to Victoria Park should be 3-7pm the whole
way, with periodic checks on transit times on Queen. Making Highway 2 a more viable route may
redirect much of the through traffic on Queen enabling it to have a less restrictive time.

5. Prioritize Highway 2 as the preferred route
This recommendation can be split into a few different sub-recommendations that can be implemented
individually, or for maximum effect, all together.
A) Increase the timing of the advance left turn signals at Eastern & Coxwell and Coxwell &
Lakeshore
B) Reduce the timing of the left turn advance from westbound Highway 2 onto southbound
Woodbine
C) Add a left turn advance from eastbound Highway 2 onto northbound Woodbine
D) Reconfigure lanes at Eastern & Coxwell to prioritize Highway 2 traffic
E) Add an extra left turn lane from eastbound Lakeshore onto northbound Coxwell
The Google map of Woodbine says it all. The left side is the existing Google map, showing Woodbine as
the yellow minor highway route to Lakeshore, while Highway 2 is relegated to white. It should be noted,
other than this stretch of Woodbine, Highway 2 is the ONLY yellowed street in all Toronto, because it is
a minor highway. Woodbine is NOT a minor highway, the right map is how it should look.
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A) Increase the timing of the advance left turn signals at
westbound Eastern & Coxwell and eastbound Coxwell &
Lakeshore
The main reason trucks would rather use Woodbine to or
from Highway 2 is because using the Coxwell-Eastern
connection they would have to wait to make left turns that
do not have advances outside of rush hour. At Lakeshore
turning north onto Coxwell, and at Eastern turning south on
Coxwell, the advance lefts only activate during rush hour,
whereas the advance from westbound Highway 2 onto
southbound Woodbine runs all day long, and at the same
time there is an advance right turn from northbound
Woodbine onto eastbound Highway 2. This timing of the
light at Woodbine and Highway 2 prioritizes Woodbine as
the route to take, instead of Highway 2, the designated truck
route.

B) Reduce the timing of the left turn advance from westbound Highway 2 onto southbound Woodbine
This advance left turn light (and the accompanying right turn advance) is the other main reason that
trucks and other traffic prefer Woodbine as the route to the Lakeshore. The advance here runs all day
long, as late as 9pm, possibly later. It clearly prioritizes Woodbine as an easier, faster route, as it makes
turning on Woodbine more convenient.
It is also peculiar this advance runs during evening rush hour when the bulk of traffic is going the other
way. According to the city’s traffic study, from 4-6pm westbound left and through traffic are 317 and
838 respectively, whereas eastbound it is 417 (32% higher) and 1361 (62% higher). Yet the advance light
still favours westbound.
This light should be reduced in the length it shows an advance, and outside of morning rush hour the
advance should be eliminated at most other times, especially during evening rush hour.

C) Add a left turn advance from eastbound Highway 2 onto northbound Woodbine
This idea comes from a resident on Woodbine who has witnessed many car accidents from this
direction. Turning left here the streets intersect at an odd angle, making for possible conflicts with
oncoming traffic if the left turning car angles themselves too much. As previously mentioned, traffic
volumes do support giving priority to eastbound traffic, the advance would not only make it easier to
turn left, but having a longer eastbound light will encourage more traffic to use Highway 2 instead of
Woodbine, easing the congestion that the city argues makes left turn lanes untenable.
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D) Reconfigure lanes on Eastern and Coxwell
to prioritize Highway 2 traffic
Here’s where the ideas get a bit more radical.
If commercial trucks concerned about an easy
efficient route are to be convinced without
enforcement that the Coxwell-Eastern
connection is preferable to the LakeshoreWoodbine connection, the route must be as
stoppage-free as possible for them.
Eastern Ave pinches down to one lane at the
Greenwood TTC yard, so it’s already primed
to remain one lane as it approaches Coxwell.
Adding a dedicated left turn lane on
westbound Eastern, and a northbound right
turn lane that does not require vehicles to
yield to eastbound through traffic, would
make for much smoother flowing traffic.
Barring any pedestrians, traffic turning east
from Coxwell will actually find this easier than
turning east from Woodbine.
This would have little effect on traffic on
Eastern, as through traffic is usually down to
one lane because of someone making a left.

E) Add an extra left turn lane from eastbound Lakeshore onto northbound Coxwell
It’s not enough to extend the advance left
turn light if trucks are truly going to favour
turning here, adding another left turn lane
(that also goes straight through) will further
incentivize trucks because it makes it easier
for them to not get stuck trying to make that
left turn.
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Conclusions:
Highway 2 is a viable transportation corridor not being used to full potential. With a few tweaks to
prioritize its use it can ease congestion, move traffic faster, discourage trucks from illegal behaviour, and
even improve transit times.
Some of these suggestions are backed by evidence, some are just a vision of creating a better
functioning, more efficient transportation network. But not everything can be driven by evidence,
sometimes the evidence for the potential success of an idea does not exist until the idea has been
implemented. The city understood this when it came to putting in the Woodbine bike lanes. Previous
bike counts are irrelevant to what building the bike lanes might result in. Richmond and Adelaide lanes
proved if you build it they will come. The same can be for prioritizing Highway 2 to lure illegal trucks and
move traffic. Daily enforcement cannot be expected, so decisions must be made to make the illegal
route less favourable, because right now the designated truck route is not appealing.
As always, please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions, or to give me feedback.

Adam Smith
adam8mith@gmail.com
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